THE PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT
own merits, is the simple and logical way it suits its purpose. One is impressed by its inevitable Tightness: it is the perfect store building. This fitness for purpose contributes, of course, to the aesthetic pleasure it affords, but it is not by any means the sole or even chief reason for its beauty. The width of window and travertine bands, the relations of the recessed upper stories, the degree of horizontal emphasis, and the degree of emphasis given to the contours of the main mass by projecting it beyond the ground floor and beyond the staircase windows, are all the results of the keenest artistic sensibility. As Professor C. H. Reilly has said: elts balanced form is almost classical in its dignity and simplicity.' In its structural lightness and as an expression of concrete and glass it achieves a new beauty, inevitably rare and strange; but I have little doubt that it will ultimately rank high among the architectural masterpieces of the twentieth century. Among store buildings it would be difficult to find another that shares its superlative excellence.
It was during this year (1928) also that he was engaged on the town-planning scheme for the development of the area in Berlin enclosed by Lindenstrasse, Belle-Alliance-Platz, Gitschinerstrasse, and Alte Jakobstrasse. The scheme was to provide a new street running from the corner of Gitschinerstrasse and Alte Jakobstrasse to Lindenstrasse, but though it was started it has not yet reached Lindenstrasse, and remains a cul-de-sac. The triangular site made by the juncture of the new street and Alte Jakobstrasse is occupied by the building of the German Metal-Workers' Union,1 the only part of the scheme finished by Mendelsohn.
The project is an exceedingly interesting one, as showing remarkable relations between curved and straight masses. A curved block was to occupy the corner of the new street and Gitschinerstrasse. The building of the Metal Workers' Union on the opposite corner was to be connected with this by a block of six stories forming a bridge over the new street. This block is straight over the roadway, but curves in forming the angle with the facade of the Metal Workers3 Union building.
The complete scheme suffered procrastination in the shadows of the
coining economic depression. The building as erected follows mainly the
lines of the original scheme. It was to be not only the offices of the union,
but the offices and printing-works of its official organ. In the triangular
site the principle of the sector was followed with curved forms between
the radii boundaries, only in the original scheme at the corner the two
lowest stories project and form a convex front, with the upper stories set
back with a slightly concave front. In the building as erected this convex
1 Now a building of the German Labour Front.
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